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DUNDULA STATE SCHOOL Est 1922 

11th August 2017 – Issue 11 

Dundula State School acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land and pay 

our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, 

the traditions, the culture and hopes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

across the state.  

 

 

 

  

Important Dates 

17th August 
 

AVA Pet PEP visit 

18th to 25th 
August 

Book Week ‘Escape to Everywhere’ is the theme       
 

24th August 
 

Technology Road Show at Slade Point SS 

28th August 
School 

Colour Fun Run 
       

19th September Last day for Earn and Learn stickers to come in 

17th October 
 

Life Education Visit at school 

31st Oct to 2nd November Year 4/5/6 school camp 

01st September National Teacher-Aide Day 

06th September Preppie sight screening tests in library 

21st October Harvest Fair Cent Sale 

Homebake – 15th August – Mrs O’Brien, Saron-Nicol, Shields, Tanti 

Homebake – 22nd August – Mrs Satini, Taylor, Whitehead, Windsor 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear Parents, 
 

The term is going so quickly. There is so much happening, educationally wise. I thought it 
best, this time, to simply outline the dates things are happening and what each event is 
about. 
 

Some news to share is that our chickens are doing well. Charlie Brown had to have a quick 
visit to the vet last Friday. She seems to be doing okay now. The children tell me that 
Midnight has the nicer personality of the two chooks. You will notice that we are moving the 
chook pen from place to ace so that the chickens get nice green grass to peck at but also to 
ensure our lawn continues to look great. 
 

On 14th August, the builders will return to start putting in the foundations for our new 
admin building. It should only take a couple of weeks after that for the building to arrive and 
be put together in readiness for us to move in. 
 

 I hope you find snippets to coincide with your calendar dates to be helpful info in keeping 
you up-to-date with what’s happening at school. 

 

 11th August Trudy in Brisbane at QASSP Meeting 
I have to attend a state meeting of QASSP on Friday. As vice president of the local QASSP 
Branch, I have a duty to attend these meetings, when the president is unavailable. Such is 
the case for this meeting. 

 14th & 15th August Mrs Large at review training at Ocean International 
Our school is undergoing a full school review on 22/23 November. Training is provided for 
all principals to prepare them for this review.  

 16th August Mrs Hall at Student Support OneSchool Workshop 
Mrs Hall  is attending this forum to gain deeper knowledge about OneSchool applications 
addressing the needs of students who require support. 

 16th August Mr Malone at review training at Ocean International 
As HOC, Dean will attend the 3rd day of Review training to help prepare our school for the 
full school review in November. 

 17th August Mrs Bulger at Literacy Continuum Workshop 
Gabby will be attending this workshop as part of her personal, professional development. 

 17th August AVA Pet PEP  
All students will be involved in the PET PEP workshop. This workshop helps the students to 
gain knowledge about caring for their pets. 

 18th to 25th August Book Week Escape to Everywhere is the theme this year 
Book Week is a highlight of our school calendar each year. Mrs Hall will be organising this, 
and as usual, there will be a dress up day where children dress up as their favourite book 
character. More information will follow on this. The dress up day is on 23rd August. 

 22nd August Mr Brendan Smith (ARD) doing school visit 1pm to 3pm 
Brendan Smith is the Assistant reginal Director. He visits once per term to look at how the 
school is travelling regarding the term focus set out by CQ region. Brendan also visits 
classrooms and spends time with Principal on a more strategic level. 
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 23rd August & 30th August First Aid training 
All staff are undergoing either their full First Aid training or doing a refresher course. 

 24th August Regional Road Show at Slade Point  
We were one of the lucky 60 schools in Queensland who was offered a free one day 
Technology workshop for our students. This is a fantastic opportunity for our students. They 
are sure to get a lot out of this event. They try to do 2 schools together. Given our current 
building situation, it made a better choice for us to travel to Slade Point SS for this event. 
They are also providing a free bus for our students. 

 28th August School Colour Fun Run 
This is going to be a fun activity. Students will arrive at the finish line to a literal blaze of 
colour. This event will be run in the latter part of the day, ending at 3pm, as the children will 
be in need of a shower after the event. Parents are invited to take part in the run as well. 

 01st September National Teacher-Aide Day 
We will be acknowledging our teacher-Aides on this day. It is another important day in our 
school calendar.  

 06th September Preppie sight screening tests in library 
Free sight screening tests will be made available to out prep students. Forms and 
information were sent home last week. Families are encouraged to get forms back ASAP. 

 21st October Harvest Fair Cent Sale 
Thank you to all the families who are regularly supporting the donation of items for the cent 
sale. We still need more items to go into the buckets, and we still need more buckets. Please 
get the word out there to your friends and families to donate as well. This would be greatly 
appreciated. Please check your ‘bucket list’ for what items to send in. If, however, you have 
something to donate which does not coincide with the list for a particular week, please send 
in the item/items anyway. Any donation is gratefully appreciated.  

 31st Oct to 2nd November year 4/5/6 school camp and Prep – Year 3 Camping 
activities on-site 

The school camp planning is well and truly under way. A 2nd note will go out this week 
outlining details off the program and overall camp costs. The Prep to Year 3 students will be 
taking part in an on-site camping program during this time. Two year 3 students will also be 
named acting School captain and Acting Vice Captain for this period. 
 

Finally, it is evident that our school has not missed a visit from the terrible flu bug that is 
going around. We have had several staff very sick with this flu and also a number of 
students. If your child has the flu or has early flu symptoms, please keep them hydrated, 
rested and at home. Whilst we encourage full attendance at school, it is not expected that 
the children come to school when they are ill. We can help to stop the spreading of this 
horrible and debilitating flu within the school community if we follow these simple rules. 
 
 

Cheers , 
Trudy
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Home Work 

Homework is a priority. It helps your child develop a sense of responsibility, pride in a job 

well done, and a work ethic that will benefit them well beyond the classroom. 

STARTING TIME 

Lessons start at 9am sharp with a reminder bell ringing at 8.50am. On Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays, we start at 8:30am with Reading Club. 

Class rolls will be marked promptly at 9am in line with Departmental Policy. Students 

arriving after 9am will be marked late. If a student is running late, it is a requirement that 

you sign them into school at the office. If the office is unattended, please make your way to 

the classroom and inform the teacher of the reasons for the lateness. The class roll is also 

taken after 2nd lunch break. 

SIGN-IN/OUT OF SCHOOL 
If a student is taken out of school or arrives late due to an appointment or commitment, 

please sign the student in/out at the office. The signing book is on the main office counter. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Please remember that Mrs Hodges, our Administrative Assistant, works in the office 

Monday to Thursday until 11am. If you have any inquiries/forms/payments to discuss, it 

would be appreciated if you can complete these tasks on these days. As the office is only 

attended during these times, there is not always someone here to answer the phone, so 

parents/carers are encouraged to contact the school during break times to ensure that any 

urgent messages are passed on to students. Alternatively, you can text the school mobile on 

0408820025. 

2018 PREP - ENROL NOW!  

Enrolments are being taken for 2018. Children born 

between 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013 are eligible to 

enrol. If you know of anyone in our area with a child of 

this age ask them to contact Dundula School for an 

  information pack as soon as possible. 
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COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY! 
 It is vital that the school is kept informed of any changes in contact details for 

parents/carers; such as a change in address, home phone, work phone or mobile and any 

alterations to your nominated emergency contacts. This is a vital part of our Emergency 

Management Plan at Dundula. 

NO HAT, NO PLAY 
 At Dundula, we have a no hat, no play rule. It is vital for sun safety. Please ensure that 

students have their hat with them each day at school. If for some reason it is taken home, 

please ensure that it is returned with them the next school day. Hats must be worn for any 

outdoor activities including PE and class sessions as well as at breaks. 

 

 ATTENDANCE 
  A reminder that a sharp and narrow focus on attendance, is still in 

force this year. Our school goal is to have all students attending >95% 

of the time. Lateness also matters. Education Queensland has very 

strict guidelines about lateness. The first bell rings at 8:50am. On 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, Reading Club begins at 8:30am. 

Reading Club is an excellent opportunity to improve student’s literacy 

skills and we don’t want them to miss out if they are late! Please 

ensure students are at school and ready for learning at the 

appropriate time each day. With your help we can reach our goal of 

having all students attend >95% of the time. 

 

READING CLUB, NUMERACY GAMES AND SMART MOVES   

All parents, carers and members of the community are welcome to join in 

with Reading Club, Numeracy Games and Smart Moves held every Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday morning. Thank you to those adults who already do 

this on a regular basis. The staff and students are very grateful to you for 

giving up your time to do this. The more adults we have supporting our 

children, the more beneficial it is for everyone. Ṱ 
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SCHOOL ABSENCES 
 It is the responsibility of the parent/carer of a student to advise the school when a student 

will be absent and for what reason. At Dundula State School you may advise of an absence 

by: 

 phoning the office on 4952 8333 

 talking with the student’s teacher in person 

 sending an SMS to the school mobile on 0408 820 025 

We encourage you to notify the school prior to the start of the school day if the student will 

be absent from school. Also if a student leaves early due to illness and then is away for 

further days after this, you must still advise the school of subsequent absences. The school 

does not and cannot assume the student is still ill. 

From the beginning of 2017, it is mandated that state schools contact parents/carers in the 

morning if a student has not arrived at school and we have not been notified of an absence. 

We are working towards getting those processes in place now. 

 

CYBERBULLYING 
 Give children the knowledge to stay cyber safe with the Meet the Creeps website and quiz! 

The website guides you and your children through online scams, social media pitfalls and 

cyberbullying. See www.creepquiz.eq.edu.au.  

 

SCHOOL ROUTINE 

TIME  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

 HPE 
Tuckshop 
Breakfast Club 
Chappie Nick 

Home Bake   Music 
Hot dogs 
Icy cups 
Breakfast Club 
Chappie Nick 

8:30am Reading Club Staff Meeting Reading Club Reading Club  

8:50am Numeracy  Numeracy 
Smart Moves 

Numeracy 
Smart Moves 

 

10:30am    P-1 Library  

11:45am     4-5-6 Library 

1:45pm Spelling Spelling Spelling Spelling  

2:00pm     2-3 Library 

2:30pm     Parade 
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STEP UP TO PREP   

Fridays from 9am to 11am, Dundula State School facilitates a children’s play and learning 

environment to assist in a smooth transition to school. 

Our interactive program: 

 prepares children for school  

 familiarises children with our 

campus 

 nurtures their curiosity  

 boosts pre-math and literacy skills 

 develops motor skills  

 promotes social and emotional 

development 

Come and have some fun in the Arts Room!! 

 

Visited by Registered Nurse for Prep Vision Screening 

Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical and social development. Vision 

screening is therefore vital in early childhood, particularly for conditions such as ‘lazy eye’, 

which if not detected early can lead to blindness. 

A Registered Nurse will be visiting the school on the 6th of September 2017 to commence 

vision screening for all Prep Year children.  If you wish to have your child participate in this 

vision screening program, please complete and sign the consent form sent home with your 

child and return this to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible.   You will be advised in 

writing of the outcome of your child’s screening. 

Please note that if your child has had a vision assessment in the past 12 months it is not 

necessary for him/her to participate in this screening program.  If this is the case, please 

complete the consent form and indicate that you do not wish for your child to participate, 

and ensure that you follow the schedule of reviews recommended by your eye health 

professional. 
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Last Fridays Awards  

 

Ashley, Tahlear, Aimee, Ewon, Jayde, Montana, Paige, Sophie, Fallon 

Temika, Zarnae, Kayce, Ashton, Julius, Jasmyn, Kobe 

Author Visit 

Our School was lucky to have this amazing experience for our children. Thank you to those 

families who have supported the author by pre-purchasing her books. This is greatly 

appreciated. At Dundula, we nurture a love of reading with our students. It is a life-long skill 

which will help them in all walks of life into their future.  
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P&C NEWS  

Once again, the P & C would like to thank all parents and community members for their 

valuable support with the fundraising so far, this year.  The P & C would like to announce 

that due to your tremendous support we are able to subsidise half the cost of the Bus Hire 

for the Year 4/5/6 camp to be held later in the year. This is an amount of $1500.00.  

Another fundraiser the P & C does is the Gate Raffle.  The gate raffle raises a significant sum 

of money each term for the school’s P&C. We haven’t been able to kick start the gate raffle 

as we haven’t sold all the numbers. There are still 25 numbers left to sell in this Raffle so 

please support your school and purchase a lucky number from Mrs Overlack. The cost is $20 

for the term, and you are in the draw to win cash prizes. 

Money raised by the P & C each year goes towards helping with the cost of hiring buses for 

excursions and school camps as well as purchasing valuable teaching and learning resources 

for staff and children.   The P & C also gives money to the school as a contribution towards 

the Year 6 Valedictory Dinner each year.  Another source of income for this event is the sale 

of hot dogs on Fridays.  The P & C urges all students to purchase a hot dog every Friday to 

help with keeping the price of the year 6 Valedictory Dinner low enough for families to 

afford. 

The P & C has also decided to enter the “BIG THANK YOU” online competition sponsored by 

Teacher’s Union Health Fund (TUH.)  We urge all students to please visit 

bigthankyou.com.au and enter this contest. To make it easier for the children the P & C and 

Dundula Staff have nominated Mrs Hall to be the teacher that students post a thank you 

note to on line .The flyer containing information for this competition is included in this 

newsletter and posters will also be put up around the school. 

Please also come along to the Harvest Festival Committee meetings held every second 

Friday afternoon at 3pm.  This festival is the P & C’s major fundraiser for the year, and we 

need everyone’s help to make this event a success.  

 P & C Meeting are held every second Wednesday 

of the month. 
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Musical Extravaganza Performance  
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TUCKSHOP NEWS 

The Tuckshop is open on Mondays, and the menu is set out below. Please continue to 

support the Tuckshop by ordering lunch on a Monday or volunteering to help out. 

 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club is on Monday and Friday mornings from 8am.  

Icy Cup Friday  

Every Friday after school, 60c will buy a refreshing icy cup for the arduous trek home.  
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OUR SPONSORS 

Please support the local businesses who support us J 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 


